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SAMPLE QUESTION PAPER (2020–21)
English – Language and Literature

Class-IX (Rationalised Syllabus)

Time allowed: 3 Hours Maximum Marks: 80

General Instructions:
 1. This paper is divided into two parts: A and B. All questions are compulsory.
 2. Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever necessary. Read these instructions 

very carefully and follow them. 
 3. Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions.

 Part A (40 marks)
 READING (20 marks)
 1. Read the passage given below.

 1. Everyone likes to have friends – some like to be surrounded by them, while others may 
be happy to have just one or two whom they can trust and rely upon. However, not 
everybody has the knack of making friends. Worse, often they are unable to hold on to 
their friendships. They find that their friends are avoiding them or ignoring them, and 
this can hurt many a sensitive person. 

 2. When we feel rejected by friends, we start doubting ourselves. ‘Where did I go 
wrong?’ we ask ourselves. The pain of rejection is compounded by worry – ‘What is 
she thinking about me?’, ‘What if I really did something that I should not have, and 
people are discussing it behind my back?’, ‘What if my friend has been talking about 
me negatively to others?’ Such times are trying indeed, and many a times we leave it to 
the passage of time to heal things. Friends go out of our lives, and the pain of rejection 
becomes a distant memory. 

 3. But have you thought that your friend might be experiencing some hardship or pain to 
make her behave like that? It could even be that you have inadvertently caused her to 
suffer. Therefore, the best thing to do in such circumstances is to have the courage to 
walk up to your friend and ask what is bothering her. You may discover that the last 
thing she wanted to do was to shun you! 

 4. Often, we do not have the courage to ask our friend what is bothering them for fear of 
being snubbed. But it may be that while we are thus keeping away from our friend, she 
too may be feeling rejected and lonely. Human relationships are like a mirror – while 
you think, ‘If only she were a little nicer to me, I would talk to her’, your friend is 
probably thinking on the same lines. 
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 5. It is a good thing to make the first move towards understanding and reconciliation. If 
despite your efforts you are snubbed, then you can tell yourself that such a friendship 
is perhaps not worth working at. And should your friendship end, there is no need 
to grow despondent. Not every friendship lasts forever. What is important is that you 
hold fast to the true meaning and value of friendship, and make that the basis of your 
interaction with others. 

 6. Above all, it is important to believe in yourself. Those who reject your friendship may fade 
away from your life, but those who remain will treasure you as a friend.    (429 words)

  On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the 
twelve that follow. (1 × 10 = 10)

 i. Everyone likes to have friends though
 a. some may not have the ability to make friends.
 b. they may feel that their friends are ignoring them.
 c. they may not like to be surrounded by them.
 d. many cannot trust and rely upon them.
 ii. We begin to doubt ourselves when 
 a. people discuss us behind our back.
 b. we feel rejected by friends.
 c. we cannot trust our friends.
 d. we are unable to sustain our friendships.
 iii. One reason why friends may avoid us is 
 a. they may be experiencing some hardship.
 b. they may have suffered because of us.
 c. they may be thinking that we are avoiding them.
 d. All of the above
 iv. Human relationships are like a mirror. This means that
 a. others feel as lonely as we do.
 b. one relationship can be very similar to another relationship.
 c. others may have the same thoughts that we have.
 d. others will always be nice to us if we are nice to them.
 v. How can we know that a friendship is not worth our effort?
 a. When a friend does not make the first move towards reconciliation.
 b. When we are repeatedly snubbed.
 c. When our friendship makes us despondent.
 d. When we find a better and more understanding friend.
 vi. Select the statement that is correct.
 a. Friends who shun us fade away from our lives eventually.
 b. It is always good to ask a friend why she or he is avoiding us.
 c. What is more important than holding on to friends is understanding the true 

meaning and value of friendship.
 d. We should try to make all friendships last forever.© Ratna Sagar
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 vii. A friend who ‘shuns’ you is one who  you.
 a. shames b. scolds
 c. bothers d. stops talking to
 viii. A ‘despondent’ person is one who feels 
 a. desperate. b. hopeless.
 c. depressed. d. Options ii. and iii.
 ix. To ‘give up’ is the opposite of the phrase to  in Para 1. 
 a. rely upon b. hurt
 c. hold on d. have friends
 x. A ‘distant memory’ is a memory that 
 a. is still fresh in the mind.
 b. has faded.
 c. belongs to a thing that happened in the distant past.
 d. is memory that cannot be revived.
 xi. If you have ‘inadvertently’ caused your friend to suffer, you have hurt them 
 a. wilfully. b. deliberately.
 c. unknowingly. d. because they deserved it.
 xii. In Para 6, people who ‘fade away’ from our lives are people we 
 a. do not treasure.
 b. interact with.
 c. reject.
 d. have a faint memory of.

2. Read the passage given below.

 1. The handicrafts sector is the most decentralized and unorganized sector of the Indian 
economy, yet it is an important source of foreign exchange revenue for the country. 
In India, handicrafts is not merely an industry; it also symbolises the identity and 
aspirations of a community. 

 2. Most Indian handicrafts are associated with a specific community of artisans and crafts 
persons. The handicrafts are as varied as metal ware, pottery, basketry, woodwork 
and weaving. It is largely a home-based industry requiring minimum expenditure on 
resources, infrastructure, or training to set up. It uses pre-existing skills of people and 
locally available materials. Inputs are required more in terms of product adaptation than 
expensive investment. 

 3. An important feature of the Indian handicrafts industry is that it does not disturb the 
social balance of the home or the community. Agricultural and pastoral communities 
use their traditional craft skills as a secondary source of income in times of drought, 
floods, famine or bad harvest. Thus, there is a seamless connect between these 
occupations. In fact, the role of handicrafts in the rural economy is fast gaining 
importance. The organized sector in the country is quickly absorbing products from 
these industries to cater to demands in urban areas. 
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 4. The handicrafts sector plays an important role in the overall economic development 
of the country too. It not only generates employment but also earns a lot of foreign 
exchange through exports. The given chart shows the growth of handicrafts exports in 
India from 2004 to 2014. 

 5. Handicrafts were traditionally considered a cottage industry in India. But because of the 
great demand for them in domestic and foreign markets, some segments have become 
large-scale industries, such as carpet weaving, traditional textile, gem cutting and 
polishing, jewellery making and leather products.

  On the basis of your understanding of the passage, attempt ANY TEN questions from the 
twelve that follow. (1 × 10 = 10)

 i. The handicrafts sector is an important source of foreign exchange revenue though it is
 a. a cottage industry.
 b. a backward industry.
 c. community-based.
 d. not diverse in terms of articles produced.
 ii. Indian handicrafts  
 a. is largely a home-based industry.
 b. are very varied.
 c. requires minimum expenditure on infrastructure and resources.
 d. All of the above
 iii. Handicrafts is often a/an  source of income for rural people.
 a. attractive b. seasonal
 c. primary d. secondary
 iv. The handicrafts industry does not require expensive investment because
 a. it uses locally available material. b. it uses pre-existing skills of people. 
 c. products are adapted, not re-invented. d. All of the above
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 v. One reason why handicrafts is gaining importance in the rural economy is 
 a. the demand for handicrafts in urban markets.
 b. the frequent occurrence of droughts, floods and bad harvests.
 c. that it has become an organized sector.
 d. that agriculturalists are becoming artisans.
 vi. According to the graph, which year showed a dramatic increase in the exports of 

handicrafts?
 a. 2005–2006 b. 2012–2013
 c. 2013–2014 d. 2011–2012
 vii. In the time period shown, which year showed a nominal growth in the exports of 

handicrafts?
 a. 2009–2010 b. 2011–2012
 c. 2012–2013 d. 2005–2006
 viii. Select the correct statement.
 a. Agricultural families do not engage in craft production.
 b. The identity of a community is often synonymous with the handicraft it produces.
 c. Over the last decade, handicraft export has seen a slow growth.
 d. All handicraft items are still produced as a cottage industry.
 ix. Select the statement that is incorrect.
 a. The organized sector of the country is absorbing the products of the handicrafts 

sector.
 b. The handicrafts sector earns a lot of foreign exchange.
 c. Today carpet-weaving has become a large-scale industry.
 d. The handicrafts industry is centralised in nature.
 x. Why is it said that the Indian handicrafts industry does not disturb the social balance of 

the home or the community?
 a. People do not have to change occupations to engage in the handicrafts sector.
 b. Artisans earn well by selling handicraft products.
 c. The handicrafts industry requires very little investment.
 d. The handicrafts industry is a changeless industry.
 xi. Which product is no longer a cottage industry?
 a. Wooden toys b. Gem cutting and polishing
 c. Paper mache products d. Basketry
 xii. The role of handicrafts is important in the Indian economy because
 a. it is a foreign exchange revenue earner.
 b. it generates employment.
 c. it uplifts the rural economy.
 d. All of the above
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   LITERATURE 	 	 (10	marks)

	 3.	 Read	 the	 extracts	 given	 below	 and	 attempt	 ANY	 ONE,	 by	 answering	 the	 questions	 that	
follow.  (5 × 1)

 [A] He was a round little man with a red face and a whole box of tools with dials and 
wires. He smiled at Margie and gave her an apple, then took the teacher apart. Margie 
had hoped he wouldn’t know how to put it together again, but he knew how all right, 
and, after an hour or so, there it was again, large and black and ugly, with a big screen 
on which all the lessons were shown and the questions were asked. That wasn’t so bad. 
The part Margie hated most was the slot where she had to put homework and test 
papers. She always had to write them out in a punch code they made her learn when 
she was six years old, and the mechanical teacher calculated the marks in no time.

 i. The inspector ‘took the teacher apart’. In other words, he
 a. broke the mechanical teacher.
 b. dismantled the mechanical teacher.
 c. checked the mechanical teacher thoroughly.
 d. took the mechanical teacher away for closer inspection.
 ii. How did Margie feel about the teacher?
 a. Revulsion  b. Fear 
 c. Dislike  d. Disgust 
 iii. Select the statement that is not true according to the extract.
 a. The inspector was a friendly person.
 b. Margie hoped he would be incompetent.
 c. The inspector repaired the teacher in exactly an hour.
 d. The teacher calculated the marks immediately.
 iv. A ‘red face’ means a/an
 a. ruddy face. b. embarrassed face.
 c. angry face. d. happy face.
 v. Which of these words/phrases is not similar in meaning to ‘put together’?
 a. collect b. assemble
 c. join  d. deconstruct 

Or

 [B] Once home, a squad of coolies were engaged for special work in our compound. 
An island was made for Baba. It was twenty feet long and fifteen feet wide, and was 
surrounded by a dry pit, or moat, six feet wide and seven feet deep. A wooden box 
that once housed fowls was brought and put on the island for Baba to sleep in at night. 
Straw was placed inside to keep him warm, and his ‘baby’, the gnarled stump, along 
with his ‘gun’, the piece of bamboo, both of which had been sentimentally preserved 
since he had been sent away to the zoo, were put back for him to play with.

© Ratna Sagar



7

 i. ‘Coolie’ is an Indian word that has been taken into the English language. What would 
be the English word for it?

 a. Steward b. Porter
 c. Butler d. Janitor
 ii. A ‘gnarled’ stump is a 
 a. twisted and knotty part of a tree. b. a misshapen cricket stump.
 c. thick branch. d. wooden stick.
 iii. The word ‘housed’ has been used in the extract in the same way as which of the 

following underlined words? 
 a. The place smelled of roses. b. The colour matched perfectly.
 c. Ria cycled to the playground. d. His head was covered with a muffler.
 iv. The ‘gun’ and the ‘baby’ were preserved 
 a. so that Bruno could play with them again when he came back.
 b. as a loving memory of Bruno.
 c. so that the children could play with them.
 d. because they had belonged to Bruno.
 v. Which of the following expressions is inappropriate with respect to the word 

‘sentimental’?

1. message 2. person

sentimental

3. ties4. virtue

 a. 1. b. 2.
 c. 3. d. 4.

	 4.	 Read	 the	 extracts	 given	 below	 and	 attempt	ANY	ONE,	 by	 answering	 the	 questions	 that	
follow. (5 × 1) 

 [A] O let him go
  over the water
  into the reeds to hide
  without hurt. Small and green
  he is harmless even to children.
  Along the sand
  he lay until observed
  and chased away, and now
  he vanishes in the ripples
  among the green slim reeds.
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 i. The snake is being chased because it is a
 a. poisonous snake. b. green snake.
 c. water snake. d. snake, and therefore, dangerous.
 ii. Why do you think the snake hides among slim green reeds?
 a. Slim green reeds grow in water.
 b. The snake is being chased, that is why.
 c. The sand is not a good hiding place.
 d. They are a good camouflage as the snake too is thin and green.
 iii. The poem shows the  of humans.
 a. morbid fear b. understandable fear
 c. irrational fear d. foolish fear
 iv. Write F for fact and O for opinion for each of the following sentences.
 a. It is difficult to catch the snake in water.
 b. Drive the snake away – it is dangerous!
 c. Let the snake go – it is harmless.
 d. The snake could frighten children.
 v. Which of the following words belong to the same category as the word ‘ripples’?
 a. Waves b. Undulations
 c. Frills d. Riffles

Or

 [B] Every tinkle on the shingles
  Has an echo in the heart;
  And a thousand dreamy fancies
  Into busy being start,
  And a thousand recollections
  Weave their air-threads into woof,
  As I listen to the patter
  Of the rain upon the roof.
  Now in memory comes my mother,
  As she used in years agone,
  To regard the darling dreamers
  Ere she left them till the dawn:
  O! I feel her fond look on me
  As I list to this refrain
  Which is played upon the shingles
  By the patter of the rain.

 i. What is the rhyme scheme of the poem?
 a. abab; cdcd b. abcc; deff
 c. abcb; defe d. abba; cddc
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 ii. Which of these are an example of metaphor?
 a. Darling dreamers
 b. Tinkle on the shingles
 c. Weave their air-threads into woof
  d. I feel her fond look on me
 iii. An archaic use of a word in the extract is
 a. list. b. shingles.
 c. patter. d. woof.
 iv. Which of these options uses the word ‘regard’ as it is used in the extract?
 a. Hari regarded Anil as trusting and foolish.
 b. Tanu regarded her teacher apprehensively.
 c. You have to give your comments with regard to the design feasibility of the product.
 d. I have the highest regard for you.
 v. The word ‘refrain’ as used in the extract means
 a. avoid.
 b. desist.
 c. recurring sound.
 d. music.

   GRAMMAR 	 	 (10	marks)

	 5.	 Choose	 the	 correct	 options	 to	 fill	 in	 the	 blanks	 to	 complete	 the	 note	 about	 the	Delhi	
Metro system. (3 × 1)

  The Delhi Metro is a rapid transit system – i – Delhi and its satellite cities of 
Ghaziabad, Faridabad, Gurgaon, Noida, Bahadurgarh and Ballabhgarh, in the National 
Capital Region of India. It is by far – ii – largest and busiest metro in India, and second 
oldest after the Kolkata Metro. The network – iii – of ten colour-coded lines serving 
253 stations with a total length of 348 kilometres.

 i.  a. that served
 b. that is serving
 c. serving
 d. that has served
 ii.  a. the
 b. a
 c. the most
 d. their
 iii.  a. has consisted
 b. consists
 c. is consisting
 d. consist
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	 6.	 Choose	 the	 correct	 options	 to	 fill	 in	 the	 blanks	 to	 complete	 the	 narration	 of	 the	
conversation	 below. (3 × 1)

  Mother: Anya, you are watching a video! Attend your online class.
  Anya: But the internet is so distracting! I got a notification of my favourite animation 

series and couldn’t stop myself.
  Mother: I hope schools reopen soon! 
  Anya: No Ma, online classes are so much better! Earlier, I used to come home and 

watch videos. Now I can watch them while I attend classes. That saves so much time!

  Mother – i – watching a video during her online class. She asked her to attend her 
class. Anya protested and said that the internet was very distracting. She – ii – of her 
favourite animation series and couldn’t stop herself. Mother said that she hoped schools 
would reopen soon. Anya contradicted her and said that online classes were so much 
better. Earlier, she – iii – and watch videos. Now, she could watch them as she attended 
classes. That saved so much time. 

 i.  a. had caught Anya
 b. caught Anya
 c. has caught Anya
 d. catching Anya
 ii.  a. got a notification
 b. was getting a notification
 c. had got a notification
 d. had been getting a notification
 iii.  a. came home
 b. used to came home
 c. could come home
 d. would come home

	 7.	 Fill	 in	 the	 blanks	 by	 choosing	 the	 correct	 options	 for	 ANY	 FOUR	of	 the	 six	 sentences	 given	
below. (4 × 1)

 i. Every winter, our class  go on a picnic.
 a. would b. had to
 c. could d. might
 ii. Rima, together with her friends,  for the NGO. 
 a. volunteer b. volunteers
 c. are volunteering d. have been volunteering
 iii. The Sinhas  a well-known family in Darjeeling.
 a. is  b. was
 c. are  d. have been
 iv.  Swiss watches are famous for  precision and 

craftsmanship.
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 a. No determiner required; the b. The; their
 c. The; a  d. No determiner required; their 
 v. The train  at 10 o’clock tomorrow.
 a. leaves b. will leave
 c. will be leaving d. All of the above
 vi. Come quickly. I  for you at the bus stop.
 a. am waiting b. wait
 c. had been waiting d. waited

 Part B (40 marks)
 WRITING (2 × 5 = 10 marks)

	 8.	 Attempt	ANY	ONE	 of	 the	 following	 in	 100–120	words.	 (5	marks)

 [A] You were walking on the road when you saw some boys pelting stones at a puppy. You 
saved the puppy from the bullies and took it to an animal shelter. Write a diary entry 
about the incident. Describe the following:

 • How you felt when you saw what the boys were doing
 • The condition of the puppy
 • How you saved the puppy
 • What medical care was given to the puppy.

Or
 [B] A new neighbour has recently moved in to the flat opposite yours. He is the complete 

opposite of your previous neighbour who was surly and belligerent. The new neighbour 
is friendly, helpful and has a great sense of humour. Write a paragraph describing him.

	 9.	 Attempt	ANY	ONE	 of	 the	 following	 in	 100–120	words.	 	 (5	marks)

 [A] Write a short story with the following beginning. 
  It was festival time. There was a lot of excitement in the air. The sound of crackers could 

be heard all around. All of a sudden…
  Give a suitable title to your story. 

Or
 [B] Write a short story using the illustration given below as a prompt. Give a suitable title 

to your story.
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   LITERATURE 	 	 (30	marks)

 10. Answer	ANY	 TWO	questions	 in	 20–30	words	 each,	 from	 (A)	 and	 (B)	 respectively.	 	(2	×	4	=	8)	

 [A] (any two)  (2 × 2 = 4)
 i. What is special about Evelyn Glennie that makes her stand out among all other 

percussionists?
 ii. Mention one unpleasant memory that Abdul Kalam had as a young school-going boy.
 iii. Give an example which shows that Santosh cared about others and had team spirit. 
 [B] (any two)  (2 × 2 = 4)
 i. How does the dancing girl save herself from blame when she is accused of being 

responsible for the death of a thief?
 ii. Describe the attitude of the Mayor and Town Councillors towards the dull statue of 

the Happy Prince that is shorn of its gold leaves, sapphires and ruby.  
 iii. Why did Prashant resist the move by the government to set up institutions for 

orphans and widows? What did he wish to do instead?

	11.	 Answer	ANY	TWO	questions	 in	40–50	words	each,	 from	[A]	and	[B]	respectively.	 (3	×	4	=	12)

 [A] (any two)  (3 × 2 = 6)
 i. Imagine that you are Kezia. You see your neighbour Mr Macdonald playing with his 

children. You think how different your father is from Mr Macdonald. Write down 
your thoughts in brief.

 ii. In the poem ‘Wind’, the poet uses the wind as a metaphor for the adversities of life. 
Discuss.

 iii. The decisions taken by us in life often turn out to be of momentous significance, 
which we come to realize much later. Comment on this statement in light of your 
appreciation of the poem ‘The Road Not Taken’. 

 [B] (any two)  (3 × 2 = 6)
 i. ‘Although Toto was troublesome, he provided entertainment for the family.’ Discuss.
 ii. Would you call the ivy leaf painted by Behrman his masterpiece? Give reasons for 

your answer.
 iii. The beggar had reason to be grateful to both Sergei and Olga for reforming him. 

Whose contribution towards his reformation do you think was more?

	12.	 Answer	ANY	ONE	 of	 the	 following	 in	 100–120	words.	 (5	 ×	 1)

 [A] In ‘If I Were You’, Gerrard outwits the intruder by successfully locking him up in a 
cupboard. He calls the police, but for some reason, the police are late in coming.

  Write a dialogue that takes place between Gerrard and the intruder while they wait for 
the police to arrive. Gerrard says that the entire incident will make for a good play, and 
thanks the intruder for being such an inspiration. The intruder, not to be cowed down, 
issues dire threats of revenge. Continue the dialogue till the point the police arrive.

Or
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 [B] A ‘slapstick’ is a type of comedy that derives its humour from awkward actions and 
absurd situations. It involves characters behaving in a silly or foolish way, such as 
throwing things at each other, falling over, chasing each other, and so on. Would you 
describe the excerpt ‘Packing’ is an example of slapstick comedy? Give reasons. 

	13.	 Answer	ANY	ONE	 of	 the	 following	 in	 100–120	words.	 (5	 ×	 1)

 [A] Why do you think the man’s attempts to soothe and comfort the lost child failed? What 
does this tell you about the child-parent relationship?

Or
 [B] Sitting with his friends and his cat, watching his house being rebuilt, the boy’s feelings 

of loss and tragedy are replaced by a feeling of gratitude for his life. Show how this 
change comes about in the boy.
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